AMENDED IN SENATE FEBRUARY 22, 2010
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY JUNE 1, 2009
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 13, 2009

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2009—10 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 451

I ntroduced by Assembly M ember-Beteen Portantino

February 24, 2009

aceountabiity—An act to add Section 13998 to the Government Code,
relating to economic development.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 451, as amended, Be—keen Portantino. Publie—school
aceountabity—grants—Economic development: research.

The California Council on Science and Technology is a nonprofit
corporation organized pursuant to Section 501(c)(3) of the federal
Internal Revenue Code. Existing law provides that the council was
established at the request of the Legislature for the specific purpose of
offering expert advice to state government on public policy issues
significantly related to science and technology.

This bill would request that the council undertake an assessment of,
and report to the Legislature with recommendations on how to improve
the global competitiveness of the state’s science and technology
economy. The bill would authorize the council to convene a panel of
experts to conduct the assessment and to draft the report.
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3y This bithaf el tormine el .
Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: no.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. The Legislature finds and declares all of the
following:

(a) California has long been known as an international leader
in science and technology. Whole industries, including the
biotechnology, computer hardware, computer software,
semiconductor, and wireless communication industries, have
spawned from companies that started in California. These
industries have helped build a vibrant state economy and have
provided benefits to people around the globe.

(b) One of the catalysts for California’s leadership in science
and technology has been its long history of rich investment in
science, technology, and higher education. However, the state’s
leadership in science and technology is threatened by an erosion
of science, technology, and education infrastructure within the
state.

(c) Itisinthe public interest to assess California’s science and
technology economy, plan for the future of that economy, and
develop recommendations to improve the global competitiveness
of, and to generate new employment opportunities within, that
economy.
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SEC. 2. Section 13998 is added to the Government Code, to
read:

13998. (a) The California Council on Science and Technology
is hereby requested to undertake an assessment of the global
competitiveness of the state’s science and technology economy,
and to report to the Legislature with recommendations on how to
improve the global competitiveness of the state’s science and
technology economy. The assessment and report may include, but
are not limited to, all of the following:

(1) A discussion of the status of the state’s science and
technology economy.

(2) A discussion of the changing nature of science and
technology in the 21st century.

(3) A directory of public and private innovation facilities and
infrastructure in the state.

(4) A comprehensive plan for future public and private
investments in the state’s science and technology economy.

(5) Recommendations for new strategies and methodologies to
improve the global competitiveness of the state’s science and
technology economy.

(6) Recommendations for generating new employment
opportunities within the state’s science and technology economy.

(b) The California Council on Science and Technology may
convene a panel of science and technology experts to conduct the
assessment and to draft the report. These experts may include, but
are not limited to, individuals with expertise in science and
technology from industry, colleges and universities, and research
laboratories.

(c) The assessment and report may be completed within one
year of being awarded.

All matter omitted in this version of the bill
appears in the bill as amended in the
Assembly, June 1, 2009. (JR11)
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